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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 3880 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ELAB PLAB ILO EC 

SUB J : ILO/ECUADOR HANDBILL 

REF: (A) GENEVA 4634; (B) QUITO 3467 

1 . REF (B) (GENEVA ACTION) PROVIDES BRIEF BACKGROUND ON RECENT 
ILO RELATED EVENTS IN ECUADOR. CTE (COMMUNIST CONFEDERATION) 

HAS SENT A REPRESENTATIVE, EDGAR PONCE, TO GENEVA BECAUSE OF 
DELEGATE FIGHT WITH THE MINISTER OF LABOR. WE SUSPECT THAT 
PONCE IS THE SOURCE OF RUMORS AND HANDBILL. 

2. REAL SITUATION IS SOMEWHAT LESS APOCALYTIC THAN THE HAND- 
BILL APPARENTLY PAINTS. ON MAY 18 ECUADOR'S THREE NATIONAL 
CONFEDERATIONS CARRIED OUT A JOINT NATIONAL STRIKE THAT WAS 
RULED ILLEGAL BY THE GOVERNMENT. FOLLOWING THE STRIKE THE 
GOE ISSUED ARREST ORDERS FOR A NUMBER OF THE STRIKE S PRINCIPALS. 
CURRENTLY, AT LEAST FOUR ARREST ORDERS ARE OUTSTANDING AND ONE 
TRADE UNION LEADER IS CURRENTLY HELD. NO UNIONISTS HAVE BEEN 
SENTENCED. 

3. STIUATION CURRENTLY COMPLICATED BY A NATIONAL TEACHERS' 

STRIKE THAT HAS CONTINUED SINCE MAY 18. SOME TEACHERS HAVE 
BEEN ARRESTED AND FINED FOR PARTICIPATION IN SPORADIC STREET 
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DEMONSTRATIONS, SOME OF WHICH HAVE OCCASIONED VIOLENCE. 

THESE HAVE RESULTED IN TWO DEATHS AND NUMEROUS INJURIES. 

4. GOE ISSUANCE OF ARREST ORDERS FOR STRIKE LEADERS IS A NEW 
ELEMENT AND IS PART OF WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE A NEW GOVERNMENT 
HARD-LINE TOWARD UNION ORGANIZATIONS. HOWEVER, TO THIS POINT, 

THE GOE HAS DONE NOTHING EXCEPT TAKE STEPS AGAINST INDIVIDUALS 
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WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN ILLEGAL LABOR ACTIVITIES, AS DEFINED 
BY THE GOE. 

5. AS REFTEL (B) INDICATES, THE THREE NATIONAL CONFEDERATIONS 
ARE FURIOUS AT THE GOE FOR HAVING, AS A REPRISAL FOR THE STRIKE, 

NAMED AN ENEMY OF THE THREE NATIONAL TRADE UNION CONFEDERATIONS 
AS THE LABOR DELEGATE TO THE ILO, IN SPITE OF THE FACT 
THAT THE DELEGATE'S LABOR ORGANIZATION IS NOT EVEN LEGALLY 
RECOGNIZED BY THE GOE. THE NAMING OF THIS INDIVIDUAL VIOLATES 
ECUADOR'S PAST PRACTICE IN WHICH THE DELEGATE IS ROTATED 
AMONG THE THREE NATIONAL CONFEDERATIONS. 
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